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The  Puritan  Family  of  Wilmcr:  their  Alliances 
and  Connections 


IN  tlie  year  14S0  a  certain  William  Wyllmer,  of  Withybrooke 
and  Ryton-on-Dunsniore,  near  Coventry,  and  his  wife  Johanna, 
were  members  of  the  Guild  of  Knowle,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick.  On  20th  September,  i486,  Sir  John  Weston,  Kt., 
Prior  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  granted  to  this 
William  Wyllmer  the  manor  or  farm  of  Ryton  for  a  term  of  years 
,at  an  annual  rental.  Richard  VVylmer,  the  son  of  William,  married 
Joan  Goodere  or  Goodyere,  of  a  very  ancient  family  of  that  name 
at  Bagington,  near  Coventry.  He  died  at  Ryton  on  the  24th  May, 
1527  ;  and  portions  of  his  original  sepulchral  brass  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  present  writer,  liis  lineal  descendant. 

A  great-grandson  of  this  Richard  Wylmer,  by  name  George 
Wilmer,  was  living  at  West  Ham,  co.  Essex,  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  He  was  a  wealthy  esquire,  who  had  made 
■.'I  considerable  fortune  in  trade  ;  and  contributed  ^25  towards  the 
defence  of  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  Spanisli  Armada.  This 
•George  Wilmer,  who  died  on  30th  January,  I593'4,  appears  to  have 
been  married  four  times.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  an  eldest  son, 
Andrew  Wilmer  (1567-1624)  of  Stratford-le-Bow  and  Totteridge  | 
who  in  early  life  had  evidently  come  under  the  influence  of  Thomas 
Cartwright,  Job  Throckmorton,  and  other  eminent  Puritans — 
presumably  when  visiting  his  uncle  John  Wilmer  of  Shrewley  in 
Hatton  parish,  co.  Warwick,  in  which  county  he  possessed  pro- 
perty. While  the  father,  George  Wilmer,  was  probably  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  Puritan  party,  the  terms  of  Jn's  will—in  which  he 
leaves  the  enormous  sum  (for  those  days)  of  j^soo  for  the 
"neccssarye  expenses  to  be  disbursed  in  the  'Christianlike 
accomplishment  of  my  funerall "— are  wholly  inconsistent  with 
Puritan  traditions. 

.Andrew^  Wilmer,  however,  made  up  for  his  father's  deficiencies 

m  thifi  respect,  by  his  marriage,  about  1595,  with  Mary,  daughter 

,  j-Jl    1  homas   Cartwright'    (1535-1603),    master  of  Lord  Leicester's 

"ospital  at  Warwick',  the  distinguished  scholar,  author,  and  pious 

civinc  :  "  Father  of  the  Puritans." 

'  T>ii.li.,  ix.,  22G, 
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Cartwriglit's  wife  Alice,  whom  he  married  in  1577,  wasadaiigliter 
of  John  and  Ehzabeth  Stnbbs  of  Buxton,  Norfolk  ;  and  sister  to  the 
famous  Puritan  zealot,  Jolni  Stubbs^  tlie  younger  (i543?-i59i),  who 
in  1579  sacrihced  his  right  hand  for  writing  The  Discoverie  of  a 
GapiUi^  Gitlph  ivhereivlo  England  will  he  S7i)nlloived  up  by  auolher 
French  marriage,  if  the  Lord  forbid  not  the  Banes  by  Iciling  her  Maiestie: 
see  the  Sin  and  Pnuishnieni  thereof. 

Andrew  Wilmer,  who  was  one  of  Cartwright's  executors,  left  a 
distinctly  Puritan  will,  dated  the  year  of  his  death,  1624.  He  names 
his  stepmother,  Dame  Anne  Needham,  the  now  wife  of  Sir  I^obert 
Needham,  Kt.  (later  first  Viscount  Kilmorey)  ;  his  cousin,  John 
Wilmcr  of  Norrell,  co.  Bedford,  the  Puritan  incumbent  there,  of 
whom  hereafter ;  and  the  Puritan  ministers  and  preachers  of 
Hatton,  CO.  Warwick,  Totteridge,  Kedborne,  North  Mymms,  and^ 
Braintree  ;  also  Mrs.  Rogers,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Rogers  of  Stratford- 
le-Bow,  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  dwelling  near  to  Moorgate,  London,. 
preacher,  Mr.  Wyng.  preacher,  etc. 

Of  Andrew  Wilmer's  family,  his  younger  son,  John  Wilmer 
(1605-1655),  of  London,  Stratford-le-Bow,  Copredy  (co.  Oxford),, 
and  of  the  Inner  Temple,  married  in  1625  Mary  Sadler  of  Chilton 
P'olialt  and  Wroughton,  co.  Wilts.,  of  the  family  of  that  notorious- 
divine,  Anthony  Sadler*  (il.  1600-1680),  son  of  Thomas  Sadler  of 
Chilton,  and  of  whom  A.  Wood  gives  an  account  in  his  Athenaer 
Oxonienscs  [vol.  ii.  cols.  675-6,  edn.  1721]. 

Moreover,  John  Wilmer's  v.-ife,  Mary  Sadler,  was  sister  to 
Bridget,  second  wife  of  Anthony  Luther,  Esq.,  of  Kelvedon,  Essex, 
of  kin  to  the  Reformer  ;  and  John  named  his  sixth  son  Luther 
(1650-1679).  His  fifth  son  was  Cartwright  Wilmer  (1649-1721/2), 
who  was  vicar  of  Shotteswell,  co.  Warwick,  and  rector  of  Elles- 
borough,  Bucks.  His  son  Cartwright  Wilmer  (1701-1765)  resided 
at  St,  Michael's,  Cornhill,  an  intei'esting  link  with  his  great  name- 
sake and  great-great-grandfather  Thomas  Cartwright. 

George  Wilmer's  second  luije  was  Susan  Cole,  by  whom  lie  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  these  sons  the  iirst,  George 
Wilmer,  jnnr. ,  was  born  about  1583,  being  nearly  17  years  younger 
than  his  brother  Andrew.  He  was  a  pensioner  of  'I'rinity  College. 
Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  B.A.  In  the  Liber  Meinonalis,  in 
the  famous  lilnary  of  this  college,  is  an  account  of  a  valuable 
collection  of  books  and  manuscripts  presented  by  him.  Several  of 
these  still  remain,  having  the  Wilmer  arms,  crest,  and  motto  hand- 
somely embossed  up(.)n  their  covers.  In  1601-2  this  George  Wilmer 
was  admitted  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  in  1616  obtained  from  the- 
kin)4  a  grant  of  the  oflicc  of  collector  of  the  petty  customs  imposed. 
on  the  goods  of  merchant  strangers,  and  on  foreign  ho]is,  in  the 
port  of  London  ;    the  former  of  which  ofiices  he  resigned  in  1625. 

'  D.N.JJ.,  Iv.,  lis.  >  idem,  !.•  103. 
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About  1606  he  married  Margery  Thwenge,  daughter  and  lieiress 
of  Marniaduke  Thwenge,  Esq.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Upper 
Hehnsley,  co.  York,  and  a  representative  of  the  junior  branch  of  the 
ancient  baronial  house  of  Thwenge  of  Kilton  Castle,  co.  Yorlc.  Of 
this  family,  descended  from  Peter  de  Brus,  aUied  to  Robert  Bruce, 
king  of  Scotland,  was  the  celebrated  Sir  Robert  de  Thweng,  or 
Thwing'  (i2o5?-i268?),  the  opponent  of  Henry  Ill's  foreign 
<;cclesiastics  ;  he  joined  Richard  of  Cornwall's  crusade  in  1240,  and 
was  the  champion  of  the  oppressed  and  starving  poor.  ^larmaduke 
Thwenge  died  1589,  aged  about  29  ;  and  his  widow  Anne,  daughter 
of  John  Reddish,  Esq.,  of  Reddish,  co.  Chester,  remarried  wuth 
Alvery  Birkby,  gent.,  of  York,  who  died  1618. 

Wilmer's  connection,  through  his  mother-in-law,  with  the 
Reddish  family,  introduced  him  to  a  notable  member  of  the  Puritan 
party.  John  Reddish  was  nearly  related  to — probably  a  brother  of 
— Master  Alexander  Redich,  a  religious  gentleman  of  Reddish,  near 
Stockport,  and  New  Hall,  near  Burton-on-Trent,  who,  with  his 
excellent  wife,  Mrs.  Katharine  Redich,  was  the  intimate  and  much 
loved  friend  of  William  Bradshaw^  (1571-1618),  the  distinguished 
and  pious  Puritan  divine,  and  the  warm  friend  and  admirer  of 
-Cartwright.  Arthur  Hildersham*  (1563-1602),  another  distinguished 
l^iritan  divine,  who  was  disinherited  by  his  Romanist  father  for 
becoming  a  Puritan,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Reddishes,  and 
of  the  Cartwright,  Bradshaw,  and  Wilmer  clan.  He  was  fellow  of 
•Christ's  College,  1586,  and  vicar  of  Asliby-de-la-Zouch  in  1593. 
He,  as  well  as  Bradshaw,  have  full  biographies  in  Clarke's  Lives  oj 
Tlilrly-lu'o  English  Divines. 

Upon  the  marriage  of  George  Wilmer  and  Margery  Thwenge, 
she  being  then  a  girl  of  about  18,  their  friend  William  Bradshaw 
preached  the  wedding  sermon,  ^t  was  published  in  1620  by 
Bradshaw's  friend  and  biographer,  Thomas  Gataker'(i574-i654)  of 
Rotherliithe,  the  Puritan  divine,  and  one  of  the  most  learned  men 
of  his  day.  It  forms  a  quarto  pamphlet,  a  coj^y  of  which  is  in  the 
.present  writer's  possession.  The  title  is  as  follows  :— /I  Marriage 
fcasl.  A  scnnon  on  the  former  part  of  Ihe  second  chapter  of  the 
Evangelist  John  ;  by  that  learned  and  judicious  divine.,  Mr.  Williaut 
Ihadshaiv,  sometime  fellow  of  Sidney  College  in  Cambridge.  London, 
printed  by  Edmund  Griffin  for  Fnlke  Clifton.  1620.  The  sermon 
occupies  18  pages,  and  has  prefixed  a  dedication  of  6  pages  "  To 
the  worshipful!  and  Religious  Mr.  George  Wilmer  Esquire  and 
Mrs.  Margeret  Wilmer  his  wife,  increase  of  spirituall  grace,  and 
mutual  comfort  in  Christ  Jesus."  It  is  signed  "yours  in  Cluist, 
Tliomas  Gataker."  The  editor  says  :  "  W^:)rshipfull  and  beloved  in 
Christ  ;  At  the  solemnc  knitting  of  you  together  was  this  Sermon 
preached  by  that  worthy  servant  of  God,  and  our  common  friend, 

•  D..V.2i.,  Ivi.  3/32.  '  D.^^JS.,  vi,  162.  •  Z).^M}.,  xxvl.,  362.  '  D.N.B.  xxi..  CO. 
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now  with  God  ;  then  fust  (as  I  have  heard  liiin  say)  performing: 
that  office  that  then  he  did.  Wliich  of  hite  hgliting  upon  among; 
other  liis  loose  papers,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  amiss  rather  to 
send  it  abroad  than  to  suffer  it  (as  it  might  soon  perhaps  do  other- 
wise) to  miscarry  and  so  perish." 

George  Wilmer  died  6lh  May,  1626,  aged  423^  years  ;  and  was- 
buried  "by  the  chancel  side  "  of  West  Ham  church;  where  was- 
formerly  "  a  gravestone  of  grey  marble,  at  the  head  an  escutcheon 
of  two  parts,"  with  a  Latin  inscription  which  informs  us  that  he- 
was  "a  man  most  excellent  and  beloved."  By  his  will  of  1626  he- 
appoints  as  executors  his  friends  Abraham  Jacob  and  Jolm  Jacob^ 
esquires  ;  the  latter  was  afterwards  known  as  Sir  Jolwi  Jacob^ 
knight  and  baronet,  a  distinguished  Koyalist.  The  witnesses  to  his- 
will  were  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  and  Edward 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  the  king's  household  ;  also  Edmund  Laylield,  B.D_ 
The  latter  married  Bridget,  half-sister  to  Archbishop  Laud  ;  and 
was  father  to  a  celebrated  ritualist,  Dr.  Edward  Layficld,  I\LA.,  o^ 
whom  Walker  gives  a  long  account  (Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  part  ii» 
pp.  48-9,  17 14). 

Mistress  Margery  Wilmer,  formerly  Thwenge,  remarried  prior  to- 
1630,  and  as  his  first  wife,  the  Hon.  Henry  Fairfax  of  Bridlington^ 
CO.  York,  second  son  of  Sir  Thomas  first  Viscount  Fairfax  of 
Elmley,  co.  Tipperary.  She  died  1632,  aged  44,  and  was  buried  in 
Stratford-le-Bow  church. 

Amongst  many  distinguished  peisons  who  were  descended  fron"^ 
George  and  iNLargaret  Wilmer  may  be  named  Mary  Field,  wife  of 
Sir  William  Parsons,  third  Earl  of  Rosse  (1800-1867),  the  celebrated 
astronomer. 

[After  the  death  of  Margery  Wilmer,  Henry  Fairfax  had  by  a 
second  wife  a  daughter  Frances,  who  married  David  Erskine,  ninth. 
Earl  of  Buchan.  Her  daughter  Frances  was  the  wife  of  the 
celebrated  and  pious  Colonel  James  Gardiner,  killed  at  Preston, 
Pans,  1745.] 

The  youngest  son  of  George  Wilmer,  senior,  was  Thomas- 
Wilmer,  J. P.,  of  Stratford-le-Bow,  Bromley  St.  Leonards,  and 
Stifiord,  CO.  Essex.  He  v/as  baptized  at  St.  Mary  Aldermanbuiy  in 
1589/90  ;  and  was  of  Christ's  College,  Oxford,  apparently  1615-16, 
He  married,  about  1615,  Elizabeth  Jacob,  third  daughter  of  the 
above  named  Abraham  Jacob,  Esq.,  of  Gamlingay,  co.  Cambridge, 
and  Bromlc}'  St.  Leonards,  and  sister  to  Sir  John  Jacob,  'i'homas- 
Wilmer,  who  was  a  farmer  of  the  customs,  died  i624'5,  aged  35, 
and  was  buried  "  in  a  coflin  of  stone  by  the  wall  of  the  church  "  at 
West  Ham  ;  where  was  formerly  aline  monumental  slab  of  Purbeclc 
marble,  with  armorial  bearings  and  a  Latin  inscription  "com- 
memorating his  virtues." 

Among  descendants  of  Thomas  Wilmcr  was  his  great-grand- 
daughter, Sarah  Wilmcr,  who  before  1709  married   John  Shore,. 
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Esq.,  of  ManscllStreet,\Yhitechapel  (son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Shore, 
Kt.,  M.D.,  of  Derby).  Their  grandson,  John  Shore  (1751-1834) 
was  the  first  Baron  Teignniouth,  governo: -general  of  India,  the 
friend  of  Warren  Hastings  and  of  Sir  William  Jones,  a  man  of 
great  gifts  and  piety,  a  member  of  the  evangehcal  coteiie  nick- 
named **the  Clapham  sect,"  and  the  first  president  of  the  Bible 
Society. 

A  sister  of  Andrew,  George,  and  Thomas  Wilmer  (daughter  of 
George  Wilmer,  sen.,  and  Susan  Cole),  was  Eleanor  (1587-1622), 
who  in  1604  married  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  Kt.^  (1583-1648),  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Swanscombe,  Kent,  a  distinguished  and  bigoted 
parliamentarian,  and  the  author  of  the  Coiiti  and  Character  of 
James  I  (at  which  court  he  was  Clerk  of  the  Kitchen  and  Clerk  of 
the  Green  Cloth),  a  work  often  quoted  by  historians. 

Sir  Anthony's  eldest  son,  Ralph  Weldon^  (1605-1676),  wss  an 
active  parlianientarian  like  liis  father,  and  a  colonel  in  the  army. 
In  1644  he  commanded  a  regiment  in  Sir  William  Waller's  army, 
and  a  brigade  at  the  relief  of  Taunton  and  siege  of  Bristol  in 
1645. 

Anthony  \\'eldon  (16 10- 1654  or  later)"  was  the  fifth  son  of  Sir 
Anthony.  He  also  was  a  colonel  in  the  parliamentary  army,  and 
published  his  autobiography  in  1649. 

George  Weldon  (1620-1676  or  later),  the  eighth  son  of  Sir 
Anthony,  married'  Susanna  Shackstone,  widow  of  Sir  John  Child, 
governor  of  Bombay.  Their  son  Ralph  Weldon  (1674-1713) 
abjured  Protestantism  in  1687,  became  a  Benedictine  monk,  and 
compiled  A  Chrouide  of  the  English  Benedictine  Monks^  15^4-^701, 
(published  1S82),  and  died  in  Paris. 

Ellen  or  Ellenor  Weldon  (1615-1678),  the  second  daughter  of 
Sir  Anthony,  and  named  after  her  mother — nee  Eleanor  Wilmer — 
married  at  Lullington  in  1642  William  Say,  Esq.,  and  had  issue. 
Him  we  take  to  be  the  notorious  William  Say  (1604-1666  ?),"  the 
regicide.  Say  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  High  Court  who 
tried  King  Charles  I,  and  v/as  required  to  peruse  the  proceedings 
before  they  were  presented  to  the  House.  He  attended  the  trial 
regularly,  and  occupied  a  prominent  positioii  there,  as  may  be  seen 
in  the  famous  engraving  in  Nalton's  A  True  Copy  of  the  Journal  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  for  the  Tryal  of  King  Charles  /,  printed 
1681.  Pie  is  there  depicted  seated  on  the  left  of  the  president, 
John  Bradshaw,  whilst  John  Lisle  sits  on  the  latter's  right,  as 
assistant  with  him  to  the  president.  Say  is^attired  in  broad 
brimmed  hat  and  lawyer's  gown.  In  front  is  the  table  with  the 
Commonwealth  mace  and  sword  of  state  lying  upon  it,  with  the  two 
clerks  sitting  thereat  ;  and  immediately  facing  tliem  is  seated  the 
solitary  and  pathetic  figure  of  "  King  Charles  the  Martyr." 

•  D.iV.2?.,  Ix.  1G2.  •  D.N.n.,  Ix.,  16'3.  '»  D.N.B.,  \x.  153.  ■<  D.N.B.,  1. 3S9. 
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William  Say's  signature  to  the  king's  death  warrant  of  29th 
January,  1648,9,  is  the  48th  out  of  a  total  of  58  regicides.  Say,  who 
occupied  LenthalTs  place  as  Speaker  of  the  House  for  ten  days  in 
1660,  was  excluded  from  pardon  at  the  Restoration  ;  fled  the 
countrj',  joining  his  friend  and  fellow  regicide  Edmund  Ludlow 
(1617-1692)  at  Lausanne ;  and  was  last  heard  of  in  1666  at 
Amsterdam. 

Of  George  Wilmer  the  elder  it  remains  to  be  said  that  he  married 
thirdly,  in  1592,  Esther  Fuller;  Tindfoiirlhly,  in  1593,  shortly  before 
his  death,  Mrs.  Aiuie  Townsend,  widow  of  Thomas  Townsend, 
Esq.,  of  the  J^farquis  of  Townsend's  family.  .She  was  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Henry  D'Oyley,  Esq.,  of  Shottisham,  co.  Norfolk,  of  a 
most  distinguished  family.  She  married  later  (as  we  have  seen),  as 
her  third  husband,  Sir  Robert  Needham,  Viscount  Kilmorey. 

Wc  now  turn  to  John  Wilmer,  of  Shrewley,  in  the  parish  of 
Hatton,  CO.  Warwick  ;  brother  of  the  first  named  George  Wilmer 
of  West  Ham  (whose  executor  he  was)  ;  and  uncle  of  Andrew, 
George  and  Thomas  Wilmer,  and  Eleanor  Weldon,  already 
mentioned. 

This  John  Wilmer  was  born  about  1552,  probably  at  Sb.erborne 
or  some  neighbouring  village  in  the  county  of  Warwick.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  v/as  Hills  ;  his  father's  name  was  presumably 
Andrew  Wilmer,  but  positive  evidence  as  to  the  Christian  name  is 
not  forthcoming. 

Early  in  hfe,  and  certainly  before  his  first  marriage,  hehadcom.e 
under  the  potent  influence  of  the  indefatigable  Cartwright,  the 
Throckmortons  of  Haseley,  and  other  distinguished  Puritans.  At 
Haseley,  which  adjoins  Hatton,  where  Wilmer  lived,  was  the 
manor  house  of  Clement  Throckmorton  ;  he  was  the  third  of 
eight  sons  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  of  Coughton  Court,  Kt.  ; 
the  next  elder  brother  of  the  famous  diplomatist,  Sir  Nicholas 
Throckmorton,  wiiose  daughter  Elizabeth  married  the  illustrious 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  ;  and  first  cousin  of  the  half-blood  to  the 
virtuous  Queen  Katharine  Parr,  the  last  wife  of  King  Henry  VHI  of 
execrable  memory.  By  this  good  queen's  infhience  before  her 
marriage  with  the  king,  her  uncle  Sir  George  Throckmorton  (who 
was  a  Catholic)  was  in  1543  released  fromtlie  Tower,  where  he  was 
a  prisoner  ;  and  several  of  his  sons,  including  Sir  Nicholas  and 
Clement,  were  introduced  at  court,  the  latter  becoming  Queen 
Katharine's  cupbearer.  The  eldest  brotlier.  Sir  Robert  Throck- 
morton, who  succeeded  his  father  at  Coughton,  retained  the  ancient 
faith.  Clement  (with  others  of  his  brethren)  was  present  at  the 
martyrdom  of  the  saintly  Anne  Askew  in  1546  ;  and,  through  the 
benign  influence  of  good  Queen  Katharine,  he  became  a  thorough- 
going Protestant,  and  later  a  Puritan. 

Clement  Throckmorton  married  Katharine,  the  eldest  daughter 
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of  Sir  Echvaid  Ncvill,  lent.,  of  Aldington,  co.  Kent  ;  wlio  was  be- 
lieadcd  in  1538 — as  most  eminent  men  were  at  that  period— on  the 
charge  of  "  devising  to  maintain,  promote,  and  advance  one 
I^eginald  Pole,  late  Dean  of  Exeter,  enemy  of;the  King,  beyond  the 
sea,  and  to  deprive  the  King."  She  was  a  greal-great-grand- 
f  daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Xevill,  first  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  K.G.,  who 
died  in  1425,  by  Joane  de  Beaufort  (d.  1440),  daughter  of  John 
oi  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  K.G.  (d.  1399),  fourth  son  of  King 
Edward  III.  She  was  also  descended  from  Edmund  of  Langley, 
Duke  of  York,  K.G.  (d.  1402),  fifth  son  of  Edward  III  ;  and  was 
connected  by  a  fann'ly  marriage  with  Lionel  of  Antwerp,  Duke  of 
of  Clarence,  K.G.  (d.  1368),  third  son  of  that  king  ;  and  likewise 
with  King  Edward  IV. 

The  pious  esquire  of  Haseley  and  his  wife,  on  rebuilding  their 
manor  house,  inscribed  over  the  porch  their  initials,  C.T.  &  K.T., 
surrounded  by  true  lovers'  knots  and  olive  leaves,  with  tlie  date 
1561  and  the  following  inscription  from  the  Vulgate  (Hebrews 
xiii,  14)  : — "Non  habemus  hie  manentem  civitatem,  sed  futuram 
inquirimus."  This  characteristic  memorial  may  still  be  seen  on 
what  little  remains  of  the  old  manor  house  at  Haseley. 

The  life  story  of  Clement  Throckmorton  is  interesting,  but  too 
3ong  to  be  narrated  here.  For  our  present  purpose  it  may  suffice 
to  emphasise  the  friendship  that  subsisted  between  him  and  his 
neighbour,  John  Wilmer  of  Shrewley,  though  the  latter  was  many 
years  his  junior.  He  died  in  1573.  His  son.  Job  Throckmorton 
{1545- 1601),  was  the  intimate  friend,  correspondent,  and  protector 
•of  the  Puritan  martyr  John  Penry  (1559-1593)  ;  and  is  now  generally 
believed  to  have  had  a  considerable — perhaps  the  chief — share  in 
the  authorship  of  those  world-famous  satires  which  were  })ublished 
under  the  name  of  ALartin  Marprelate.  A  good  biography  of 
Ihis  eminent  Puritan  is  much  to  be  desired.  Of  Katharine  Throck- 
morton, third  daughter  of  Clement,  and  sister  of  Job,  something  is 
to  be  said  hereafter. 

John  Wilmer  of  Shrewley  appears  to  have  first  married  about  the 
time  of  his  friend's  death,  1573,  or  a  little  earlier.  By  his  wife 
Agnes  (?)  whose  maiden  name  is  unknown,  he  had  issue  (1)  Clement 
Wilmer,  named  after  the  esquire  of  Haseley,  of  whom  more  anon  ; 
(2)  Katharine  Wilmer,  born  and  baptized  at  Hatton  in  1579, 
named  after  Katharine  Throckmorton,  who  was  probably  her  god- 
mother; when  barely  16  she  married  William  Thorowgood,  citizen 
and  merchanl-tailor  of  London  ;  (3)  George  Wilmer,  named  after 
his  uncle  at  West  Ham,  and  baptized  1580  ;  he  went  to  reside  with 
Jiis  brother  Clement  at  Stratford-le-Bow,  married,  and  had  issue. 

Clement  Wilmer,  the  eldest  son  of  John,  became  resident  at 
Stratford-le-Bow  with  the  family  of  his  uncle,  George  Wilmer,  to 
whose  will  he  was  a  witness  in  1594.  He  married,  fust,  at  St. 
J^Iary's,  Stratford-le-Bow,  Elizabeth  Gowge,  or  Gouge, Who  died  in 
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September,  1603,  ^ncl  liad  issue  ;  his  eldest  son  being  John  Wihiier^ 
gent.,  baptized  1599-1600.  Either  this  Jolin,  or  one  of  his  near 
relations,  was  instituted  in  1620  as  "John  Wilmer,  clerk,  A.M.," 
perpetual  curate  of  St.  Mary,  Stratford-le-l3o\v,  where  he  was 
succeeded  tiie  same  year  by  the  above  mentioned  Edmund 
Layheld,  A.M. 

Elizabeth  Gouge,  the  wife  of  Clement  Wilmer,  was  without  doubt 
a  near  relation  to  that  most  distinguished  Puritan  divine  Dr. 
William  Gouge"  (1575-1653),  whose  portrait  and  instructive 
biography  have  a  place  in  Clarke's  Lives'-^  "  William  Gowge,  the 
son  of  Thomas  Gowge,  was  christened  the  6th  of  November 
1575  "  at  St.  Mary's,  Stratford-le-Bow.  Dr.  Gouge  was  connected 
through  his  mother  with  several  eminent  preachers  ;  among  whom 
were  the  Culverwells  ;  and  his  two  maternal  aunts  married 
respectively  Dr.  Lawrence  Chadderton"  (1536- 1640),  the  fust 
master  of  Emmanuel  College,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Wijitaker^'^  (1548- 
1595),  regius  professor  of  divinity  and  master  of  St.  John's  College,. 
Cambridge.  Dr.  Gouge  was  instituted  minister  of  St.  Anne's, 
Blackfriars,  in  1608,  and  remained  there  in  the  indefatigable  dis- 
charge of  his  ministrj'  for  45^3  years — until  his  death. 

From  1609  to  1612  he  had  for  his  curate  John  Wilmer,  A. AI,,  of 
Sherborne,  co.  Warwick,  a  nephew  of  George  Wilmer  of  West 
Ham,  and  first  cousin  of  Clement  Wilmer.  We  sliall  have  more  to- 
say  of  him  hereafter.  No  doubt  the  marriage  of  Clement  Wilmer 
to  Elizabeth  Gouge  brought  about  the  introduction  of  his  cousin  ta 
her  distinguished  kinsman. 

Dr.  William  Gouge  was  an  active  member  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly.  His  eldest  son  was  the  eminent  philanthropist  and 
divine  Thomas  Gouge^^  (1605-1681),  who  was  ejected  from  St. 
Sepulchre  church,  London,  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  He  was  a. 
man  greatly  beloved  by  all  sections  of  societ)'  for  his  sterling 
character  and  amiable  manners  ;  and  few  men  have  accomplished 
more  lasting  good  in  the  world  than  he. 

Agnes  Wilmer,  the  mother  apparently  of  Clement,  having  died 
in  1603,  John  Wilmer  of  Shrewley  married  as  his  second  wife 
Katharine  Throckmorton,  the  daughter  of  his  old  friend  the  esquire 
of  Haseley,  now  for  the  second  time  a  widow.  She  was  already 
connected  with  the  Wilmer  family  ;  her  hrst  husband  (she  was  his 
third  wife),  I'homas  Harby,  Esq.,  of  Adston,  co.  Northampton,  and 
Hillingdou,  Middlesex,  being  a  son  of  William  Harby  of  Canons 
Ashby  by  Emma  Wilmer  of  tlie  same.  By  him  she  had  three  sons 
and  six  daughters  ;  an  account  of  whose  posterity  and  connections- 
would  be  deeply  interesting  but  would  require  a  separate  paper. 
It  must  surtice  to  say  that  her  eldest  son,  Francis  Harby,  married  ia 
1597  Elizabeth  D'Oyley  of  Chisclhampton,  co.  Oxford  ;    who  was. 
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great  aiint  by  marriage  to  Dorothy  D'Oyley,  nee  Michel,  afterwards, 
the  second  wife  of  the  learned  theologian,  Dr.  John  Owen,  and  of 
whoni  more  anon. 

Her  second  son,  Clement  Harby,  marriedyTrs/,  a  granddaughter 
of  Thomas  Poynt^,  of  Antwerp,  and  North  Oclcenden,  Essex,  the 
zealous  friend  and  host  of  the  ever  memorable  William  Tyndale, 
translator  of  the  English  Bible,  and  martyr  ;  andsfco;;^/,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Barker,  the  king's  printer.  Her  eldest  daughter,  Emma^ 
married  Robert  Charlton,  merchant  and  goldsmith,  of  London  ;, 
became  the  mother  of  Sir  Job  Charlton,  bart.  (1614-1697),  an  upright 
judge  who  had  the  honour  of  being  removed  from  the  bench  in. 
1686  for  opposing  the  claims  of  James  H's  "  dispensing  power  ";. 
and  was  also  the  ancestress  of  the  Earls  Tylney,  and  the  Brydges,. 
Dukes  of  Chandos. 

Her  daughter  Katharine  married  Daniel  Oxenbridge,  M.D.,  of 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  Daventry,  etc.,  son  of  John  Oxenbridge,. 
B.D.,  rector  of  Southam,  co.  Warwick,  and  of  Coventry,  a  learned, 
and  jMOus  Puritan  divine  and  friend  of  the  Throckmortons.  Their' 
son,  John  Oxenbridge"  (1608-1674),  a  distinguished  Puritan  divine,, 
was  a  fellow  of  Eton  College  in  1652,  whence  he  was  ousted  at 
the  Restoration  ;  and  in  1662  was  silenced  at  Berwick-on-Tweed. 
He  had  formerly  ministered  in  the  Bermudas,  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  patriot  and  satirist,  Andrew  MarvclP*  (1621-1675). 
After  his  ejection  he  emigrated  to  Surinam,  and  finally  to  Boston. 
His  second  wife  was  Frances,  only  daughter  of  the  Nonconformist 
divine  Hezekiah,  alias  Ezekiel,  Woodward/^  (1590-1675). 

Katharine  Throckmorton's  second  husband  was  George  Dryden^ 
Esq.,  of  Adston,  who  was  also  distantly  connected  through  his- 
mother  with  the  Wilmer  family.  His  brother,  Sir  Erasmus  Dryden, 
was  grandfather  to  John  Dryden,  the  poet. 

The  date  of  this  good  lady's  third  marriage,  to  John  Wilmer  of. 
Shrewley,  is  uncertain,  except  that  it  w'as  between  1603  and  1616. 
She  died  in  162 1,  and  her  husband  in  1623.  Both  w'ere  buried  at 
Haseley,  probably  in  the  vault  of  her  parents,  Clement  and 
Katharine  Throckmorton,  whose  altar  tomb  and  handsome  monu- 
mental brasses  remain  to  this  day. 

We  now  come  to  the  most  distinctly  Puritan  branch  of  th& 
Wilmer  family.  During  the  last  decades  of  the  sixteenth  century 
there  was  living  at  Sherborne,  a  small  village  on  the  river  Avon,. 
3!/^  miles  south-west  of  Warwick,  a  colony  of  Wilmers,  mostly 
occupied  as  yeoman  farmers.  There  were  one  or  more  brothers,, 
and  their  families,  named  by  George  Wilmer  of  West  Ham  in  his 
will  of  1594,  who  were  also  brothers  of  John  Wilmer  of  Shrewle)"" 
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in  Hatton.  They  were  all  great-grandsons  of  Richard  Wilmer  of 
Ryton-upon-Dnnsmore,  who  died  in  1527,  by  his  wife  Joan 
•Goodcre,  or  Goodyere,  and  were  descended  from  either  John  or 
Richard,  his  younger  sons. 

Of  this  Sherborne  family  was  John  Wilmer,  born  about  1583-4  ; 
■of  whose  baptism,  and  that  of  his  sister  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Joyce  of 
-St.  Albans,  no  record  is  found,  owing  to  lacunae  in  the  Sherborne 
registers.  He  was  brouglit  up  under  strong  Puritan  influences  ; 
and  was  doubtless  well  acquainted  with  Cartwright,  through  his 
•cousin  and  near  friend  Andrew  Wilmer,  who  was  Caruvright's  son- 
in-law.  Through  his  uncle  John  Wilmer  of  Shrewley — who  was 
probably  his  godfather — he  would  become  acquainted  with  the 
Throckmortons  of  Haseley,  that  village  being  only  six  miles  or  less 
-distant  from  Sherborne. 

Whether  his  father  was  able,  unassisted,  to  give  him  a  college 
■education  we  know  not ;  but  if  not,  his  uncles  George  and  John 
were  capable  of  assisting  ;  or  the  county  family  of  Rogers  of 
Sherborne,  with  whom  the  Wilmers  had  inlerniarried,  may  have 
•been  partly  responsible  for  his  ui')bringing.  However  it  was,  he 
was  sent  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  the  scene  of  Cartwright's 
former  successes,  and  graduated  B.A.  in  1605,  and  M.A.  in  1609. 
■On  14th  September  of  that  year  he  succeeded  John  Handcler,  A.M. 
^appointed  14th  February,  1604-5)  '^s  curate  of  St.  Anne's  Church, 
Blackfriars,  London  ;  wliere — as  we  have  seen — Dr.  William 
^Gouge  had  lately  been  appointed  as  principal  minister.  John 
Wilmer  held  this  post  about  three  years,  and  was  succeeded  on  4th 
April,  1612,  by  Tlieodore  Crowley,  and  later,  in  1627-8,  by  Thomas 
■Gouge,  already  referred  to. 

On  leaving  Blackfriars  the  Rev.  John  Wilmer  was  presented  to 
ihe  benefice  of  Northill,  otherwise  Norrell,  co.  Bedford.  His 
signature  appears  in  the  registers  with  varying  orthography — as 
"was  not  uncommon  in  those  days  ;  Wilmer,  Willmer,  Willmor, 
Wilmore,  and  Wyllmer.  He  signs  as  "curate"  in  j6ii-i2,  "  vicar  " 
in  1613,  and  at  other  times  as  "minister  "  and  "  clerke."  Northill 
is  a  parish  situated  four  miles  W.N.W.  from  Biggleswade,  contain- 
ing the  hamlets  of  Caldicott,  Ickwell,  Thorncote  with  Brookend 
and  Hatch,  and  part  of  Becston.  It  is  on  the  Bedford  road,  and 
has  at  ]-)resent  a  ]:iopulation  of  about  1,350.  The  very  beautiful 
■collegiate  church  is  of  iron  sandstone,  and  dates  from  the  latter 
half  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

At  the  time  of  Wilmer's  earlier  labours  the  benefice  (a  donative) 
Avas  in  the  gift  of  Edward  Osborne,  Esq.,  of  Northill  and  London, 
a  bencher  of  the  Inner  Temple  ;  whose  father,  Sir  Edward 
•Osborne,  Kt.,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1580,  was  the  founder  of 
the  family  of  the  Dukes  of  Leeds.  Since  1620  the  patronage  has 
l^een  helcl  by  the  Grocers'  Company,  to  whom  it  passed  by  purchase 
ilirough  the  terms  of  the  will  of  Dame  Margaret  Slaney  (wife  of  Sir 
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Steplicn  Slaney,  Lord  Mayor  in  1595),  who  was  buried  in  St.. 
Swilhin's  Church,  London,  in  1608,  aged  84.  Dame  Margarets- 
will  provided  that  the  minister  of  Norllnll  should  alw^iys  reside  m 
the  parish,  and  should  not  be  a  pluralist  ;  a  proviso  which  shews 
that  the  <^ood  lady  was  possessed  of  sound  sense.  It  is  not  quite 
clear  however,  whether  the  Puritan  curate  of  Northill  was  not  him- 
self a  pluralist  for  a  few  months  in  1620.  As  already  mentioned,  a. 
"John  Wihner,  Clerk,  A.M.,"  was  appointed  perpetual  curate  of 
St  Mary's,  Stratford-le-Bow,  on  29th  May  in  that  year,  giving  place- 
to  a  successor  on  20th   December.      If  not  the  same  man,  he  was- 

a  near  relation.  ^  m     n  -n 

There  is  preserved  in  the  churchwardens'  books  at  Northill  an 
interesting  inventory  of  the  church's  belongings  in  1612— the  year- 
of  Wilmer's  institution.  It  includes  Erasinns  :  Jus  fayaphrasc  upon 
y'  Evaiveli^h  and  /  Actcs  of  the  Apostles.  As  Queen  Katlianne  Parr 
'wasat  thesole  cost  of  the  original  edition,  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
this  volume  was  the  gift  of  the  curate's  uncle,  John  Wilmer  of 
Shrewley  whose  wife  was  so  nearly  allied  to  the  good  queen. 

Soon  after  liis  settlement  at  Northill,  John  Wilmer  married  a 
Miss  Hocrgett,  sister  to  John  Hoggett,  named  in  the  will  of  Wilmer's- 
sou  Elisha  Wilmer  of  London  in  1661.  She  was  apparently  the 
daucrhter  of  the  Kev.  Anthony  Hogget  or  Hoget,  a  former  incum- 
ben?,  who  signs  the  registers  and  churchwardens'  accounts  from. 

ic8o  to  1604.  ^     ^  ,     -^,., 

One  Mary  Hoget  was  baptized  at  Northill  in  1596  ;  John  Wilmer 
was  married  in  1613,  so  if  she  were  his  wite  she  would  be  many 
years  his  junior.  But  a  Marie  Hoget,  perhaps  she  of  1596,  was. 
married  at  Nortliil)  in  1624  to  the  Revd.  Nathaniel  Lawrence,  the 
Puritan  vicar  of  Keysoe,  co.  Bedford,  a  village  four  miles  S.W.  of 
Kimbolton.  and  eleven  miles  directly  N.W.  of  Northill.  By  this, 
marriaoe  Lawrence  became  nephew  to  John  Wilmer;  and  he  is 
named'^in  the  will  of  Captain  Nathaniel  W^ilmer  of  Cashel,  John. 
W^ilmer's  son,  in  1654,  as  "my  welbeloved  cozen  Nathaniel 
Lawrence"  to  whom  he  l^equeathed  "my  guilt  and  silvier  rapier, 
and  to  his  child  one  silver  spoone."  This  Nathaniel  Lawrence 
succeeded  Gervase  Falconer  as  vicar  of  Keysoe,  bemg  nominated 
by  the  Puritan  authorities  in  1647.  He  died  there  in  1656,  leaving 
a'widow.  and  probably  a  child.  .      ^     , 

John  Wilmer  is  named  in  the  will  of  his  Puritan  cousin  Andrew 
Wilmer  of  Bow  and  Totteridge  in  1624  as  "  my  cozen  John  Wilmer 
of  Norrell  "  He  is  also  named  in  1643  in  the  will  of  his  sister  Mrs. 
Llizabelh  Joyce  (formerly  Wilmer)  of  St.  Albans,  as  "  my  deareand 
lovin''  brother  John  Wilmer,  prracher  of  Norrall  in  the  county  of 
Bedfordshire."  This  good  lady  also,  as  the  hrst  item  of  her  will, 
made  a  bequest  of  40s.  to  the  poor  of  Sheiboine.  doubtless  her 
native  place.  She  names  her  "cozen  Elizabeth  Wilmer  (daughter 
of  her  late  cousin  Andrew  Wilmer)";  and  her  "cosin   Mrs.  Mary 
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Vause  (Vaux)  of  Whipsnade,  co.  Bedford,"  another  daughter  cf 
Andrew,  and  wife  of  John  Vanx.  Esq.,  of  a  county  family  long 
Tcsident  at  Whipsnade  Hall,  near  Dunstable — in  the  priory  church 
of  which  parish  Mrs.  Vaux  was  buried  in  1657,  as  were  other 
members  of  the  Wilmer  family.  Finally,  Mrs.  Joyce  names  her 
cousin  John  Wilmer  of  Cropredy,  one  of  the  two  sons  of  Andrew 
AVilmer,  and  her  friend  Edward  Smith  of  Bow,  a  brother-in-law 
of  the  same  Andrew  W'^ilmer. 

The  Rev.  John  Wilmer  held  the  parochial  charge  of  Northill  for 
Ihe  lengthy  period  of  forty-three  years,  the  most  eventful  years  of 
England's  history  ;  labouring  among  his  parishioners  and  bringing 
up  a  pious  offspring.  We  have  no  details  of  his  long  incumbency  ; 
"but  he  lived  in  stirring  times,  and  must  have  heard  the  arguments 
both  of  cavaliers  and  roundheads  v»-ell  thrashed  out  by  his  relations 
■and  friends.  On  the  one  side  were  Sir  William  Wilmer  of  Sywell 
and  Sir  John  Jacob  of  Bromley  St.  Leonards,  both  royalists  ;  on  the 
other  sir  Anthony  W^eldon  and  the  two  colonels,  his  sons,  and 
William  Say,  all  parliamentarians.  And  no  doubt  he  lost  kinsfolk 
and  friends  in  the  sanguinary  struggle  long  spoken  of  as  "  The 
'Great  Rebellion." 

Of  his  wife — not  once  mentioned  in  the  existing  transcripts  of  tlie 
Northill  registers  (the  originals  being  lost) — we  know  nothing,  not 
•even  her  Christian  name.  The  only  mention  of  her  is  in  the  will  of 
her  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Joyce  of  St.  Albans,  who  in  1643  left 
"her  "my  best  Bever  hatt,  my  Damaske  Gowne  and  Damaske 
petticoate  of  a  sea  green  colour"  !  We  may  however  believe  that 
-she  seconded  her  husband  in  the  pious  upbringing  of  their  children, 
4ind  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties.  Certain  it  is 
1hat  four  sons  of  this  worthy  couple  became  Puritan  clergymen,  and 
•one  was  a  captain  in  Cromwell's  army. 

In  1655,  as  we  may  read  in  the  transcript  of  the  Northill  register, 
oipon  "  November  20th  Mr.  John  Willmer,  minister  of  God's  W^ord," 
was  buried,  aged  about  72  years.  We  want  no  better  epitaph  nor 
Tnore  fitting  siunmary  of  his  life  than  is  comprised  in  this  pithy 
phrase,  "minister  of  God's  Word." 

John  Wnimer  of  Northill  had  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.  : 
-(i)  John  W^ilmer,  baptized  1613/4.  He  graduated  M..4.  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.  1639  ;  and  upon  the  presentation  of  that 
•college  became  Puritan  vicar  of  Hitchin,  1643-4,  where  he  was 
succeeded  by  Benjamin  King,  later  the  ejected  vicar  of  Oakham. 
W^e  next  iind  Wilmer  rector  of  Blunham,  a  village  some  three  miles 
■north  of  Northill,  where  he  died  1650,  aged  36.  He  had  by  his 
wife,  Mary  Lercd  of  Acton,  a  daughter  Mary,  baptized  in  1646  as 
■daughter  of  John  Wilmer,  "  Person  of  Blunham,"  and  who  was 
living  in  1660. 

(2)  Andrev.'  Wilmer,  baptized  1616.  He  was,  like  his  father  and 
tjrother,  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  ;  M.A.  1640.      He  was  "  in 
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holy  orders,"  but  was  deceased  before  1660.     Of  liim  we  know 
nothing  further. 

(3)  Mary,  baptized  1618/9  :  living,  apparently  unmarried,  in  1660. 

(4)  Phebe  (1620-21). 

(5)  Nathaniel  Wilmer,  baptized  1621  ;  of  him  anon. 

(6)  Samuel  Wilmer,  baptized  1623  ;  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, B.A.  1644.  M.A.  1648.  He  succeeded  Henry  Nye  (one  of 
the  Sussex  members  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines)  as  rector  of 
Clapham,  co.  Susse.K,  about  1645  ;  and  was  a  zealous  and  "painful" 
preacher.  He  was  so  much  beloved  by  his  congregation  at 
Clapham,  and  by  the  ministers  of  the  neighbouring  district,  as  well 
as  by  the  parisliioners  of  the  adjoining  village  of  Patching,  that  on 
petition  he  was  presented  by  Cromwell  to  the  vacant  rectory  of 
Patching  in  1654  ;  and  the  living  has  ever  since  been  a  dual  one  as 
"Clapham-cum-Patching."  An  interesting  series  of  papers  on 
this  appointment  is  in  the  Public  Record  Office.  The  petition  of 
the  Clapham  congregation,  signed  by  52  parishioners,  states  "That 
Mr.  Samuell  Wilmer,  Pastor  at  Clapham,  hath  byn  zealous  for  and 
successfull  in  the  gathering  and  uniting  of  scattered  saints  into  one 
body.  That  they  might  enioy  the  ordinances  of  god  according  to 
gospel  order  in  faith  &  love."  The  certificate  from  the  ministers 
is  signed  firstly  by  Dr.  Francis  Cheynell,  then  minister  of  Petworth  ; 
and  by  four  others,  including  John  Tredcroft,  the  (subsequently) 
ejected  lector  of  West  Grinstead,  and  John  Bullcley,  the  (sub- 
sequently) ejected  curate  of  Shipley.  They  say  "  I\lr.  Willmer 
pastour  of  Clapham  is  studious  and  pious,  zealous  in  prayer,  diligent 
in  preaching,  sound  in  the  faith,  proffitable  in  his  conversation,  and 
well  affected  to  y*  present  government  of  this  Common-wealth,  In 
witnesse  whereof  we  subscribe  our  names  for  the  satisfaction  of 
others  and  encourag(e)nient  of  him  in  the  maintenance  of  truth  and 
practice  of  holinesse."  The  Patching  petition  is  signed  by  thirteen 
parishioners,  in  which  they  state  that  it  was  the  dying  request  of 
their  late  pastor  that  the  living  of  Patching  should  be  bestowed 
upon  Willmer,  which  they  record  "because  we  hope  his  ministry 
may  be  as  successfull  amongst  us  as  it  hath  bin  to  others."  Then 
there  is  a  "  Certificate  of  the  Justices  touching  y^  uniting  of 
Clapham  and  Patching,"  addressed  "To  the  Right  Hon''^^  the 
President  of  the  Councell "  in  response  to  the  request  from  the 
^'Councell"  for  information.  This  is  dated  Steaninge  in  Sussex, 
1653  ;  and  is  signed  by  John  Fagge,  Esq.,  of  Wislon  and  MystoU, 
Kent  (later  a  baronet),  by  William  ffreeman,  Esq.,  and  Thomas 
Ballard,  maior  of  Arundel ;  and  they  state  that  "  we  jointly  Concurre 
with  those  Pious  and  able  ministers  in  their  Judgment  declaied  in 
there  (sic)  Certificate  Concerning  the  Piety  and  gifts  of  Mr.  Wilmer 
for  y'  work  of  the  Ministery."  After  three  meetings  of  the  Council, 
at  one  of  which — 31st  December,  1653 — the  Lord  Protector  was 
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present,  who  was  "  desirous  to  encourage  Mr.  Wilmer  in  his 
Ministry,"  he  was  finally  appointed  on  26th  January,  1653-4,  "  Kector 
of  the  rectory  of  Patching." 

Samuel  Wilmer  was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  friend  of  Dr.  Francis- 
CheynelP*^  (1608-1655),  chaplain  to  the  parliamentary  army,  and 
member  of  the  Westminster  Assembly  ;  a  man  of  great  learning  but 
intense  bigotry  ;  whose  memory  is  deeply  stained  by  his  treatment 
of  the  "  incomparal)le"  Chillingworth.  Wilmer  was  ejected  in 
1660,  and  in  1669  was  labouring  at  Arundel,  where  his  son  Andrew 
had  settled,  and  preached  to  a  Presbyterian  congregation  ;  also  at 
Storrington  and  Thakeham,  both  in  co.  Sussex.  Calamy  says  of 
him  that  "  he  was  a  person  of  a  strong  constitution  of  body  and 
great  presence  of  mind.  He  was  unjustly  imprisoned  by  one 
justice  and  bailed  out  by  another  ;  upon  which,  to  avoid  the 
Five  Mile  Act,  he  removed  to  Havant  in  Hampshire,  where  he  died 
7th  October,  1671,  in  his  48lh  year:  it  was  thought  his  troubles 
shortened  his  days."  *' 

Samuel  Wilmer  had  issue  by  Mary  Baxhill  (?),  his  wife,  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughers.  The  3^oungest  daughter  Anne 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends  (as  did  probably  one  of  her  brothers), 
and  married  in  1700  William  Hidgeley,  a  Quaker  citizen  and 
pewterer  of  London,  and  had  issue. 

(7)  George  W'ilmer  (1625-28). 

(8)  Edward  Wilmer,  baptized  1626 ;  he  was  living  in  1660, 
perhaps  at  Reading  or  London. 

(9)  Thomas  Wilmer,  baptized  1628.  He  was  in  "  holy  orders, ''^ 
but  the  place  of  his  education  is  unknown.  He  was  admitted,  9th 
June,  1654,  as  vicar  of  Pagham,  Sussex  ;  his  patron  being  Thomas 
Owen,  clerk.  Wilmer  is  named  by  Dr.  Shaw,  in  his  Hislory  of  the 
EtiiHish  Church  wider  Ihc  Coinmoniveallh  (ii.  596),  as  receiving,  in 
1659,  as  Puritan  vicar  of  Pagham,  an  "  augmentation  "  of  ^30  for 
ii^  years  to  Lady  day,  1659.  He  was  ejected  in  1662  ;  and  in  1669 
we  fmd  him  ministering  to  a  "conventicle"  at  Sidesham,  co. 
Sussex,  as  well  as  in  his  own  parish  at  Pagham.  In  1672  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  to  a  Congregational  meeting  held  in  the  house 
of  Barnard  Tully  of  Shipley,  Sussex,  who  issued  a  farthing  trade- 
token  in  1668. 

Tlie  Kev.  Thomas  Wilmer  finally  retired  to  St.  Pancras, 
Chichester,  where  he  was  buried  9th  February,  1678,  aged  50  years. 
By  his  wife  Ann,  whose  brother  or  brother-in-law  was  Thomas 
McUersh  of  Thakeham,  gentleman,  of  an  influential  family,  he  had 
issue.  From  him  or  his  brother  Samuel  descended  the  present 
family  of  Wilmer  or  Willmcr  of  county  Sussex,  and  the  influential 
family  of  Wilhner  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead,  long  known  as 
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journalists  and  newspaper  proprietors.  Tlie  late  Mr.  Alderman 
Charles  Wilhner  should  he  remembered  as  having  established  in 
1853  The  Noiihcrn  Daily  Times,  the  first  daily  newspaper  published 
in  the  provinces  ;  and  also  the  Events,  said  to  be  the  iirst  halfpenny 
newspaper  published  in  Great  Britain  :  certainly  two  notable 
performances.  The  Willmers  of  Birkenhead  are  Unitarians,  in 
common  with  so  many  of  those  who  belonged  to  congregations 
originally  Presbyterian,  and  founded  by  the  ejected  ministers. 

(10)  Elisha  Wilmer,  baptized  1630  ;  later  of  London,  citizen  and 
ironmonger  ;  also  of  Waj")ping,  where  he  died  in  1661,  aged  31. 
By  his  second  wife  Mary  he  had  an  only  daughter  of  the  same 
name,  the  only  member  of  her  family  who  survived  the  Great  Plague 
of  1665.  Like  children  of  her  uncles  Nathaniel  and  Samuel,  she 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends.  Her  descendants,  bearing  the  names 
of  Mackett,  Peiric,  and  Willett,  were  influential  London  Quakers. 
The  Willetts  deduce  their  pedigree  from  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Andrew  Willett'"  (1562-1621),  tutor  to  Prince  Henry  of  Wales,  and 
author  of  the  once  renowned  and  ponderously  learned  treatise 
Synopsis  Pnpisnii.  The  family  is  now  represented  by  the  Rev. 
Wilmer  Mackett  Willett,  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England. 

(11)  Jane,  baptized  1632/3  ;  died  young. 

(12)  Isaac  Wilmer,  baptized  1636  ;  was  in  "  holy  orders,"  but  we 
do  not  know  the  place  of  his  education.  He  seems  to  have  been 
curate  to  his  brother  Samuel  at  Clapham-cum- Patching  in  1656  ; 
for  we  hud  him  contributing  as  "Mr.  Is.  Wilmer"  2s.,  and  his 
brother  los.,  towards  the  sum  of  £2  ^^^-  5^'-  collected  for  the 
Promoting  and  Propagating  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  New 
England." 

Isaac  Wilmer  was  admitted  rector  of  Coombes,  Sussex,  2Sth 
May,  1658,  upon  the  presentation  of  Sir  Charles  Shelley,  Bt.  He 
succeeded  "  John  Wauth,  minister  of  this  gift,"  wiio  was  buried 
27th  January,  1657-8.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  first  edition  of 
Calamy  as  ejected  in  1662  from  Preston,  Sussex,  where  Dr.  Cheynell 
is  said  to  have  been  buried  in  1665.  How'  Wilmer's  name  was 
associated  with  Preston  we  cannot  say  unless  he  was  at  some  time 
residing  with  Cheynell.  Tiie  second  edition  of  Calamy  informs  us 
that  Wilmer  had  died  previous!)-,  which  is  correct,  as  his  will  was 
dated  and  proved  in  1660.  He  died  young,  like  the  rest  of  his 
family,  only  reaching  tlie  age  of  25. 

We  now  revert  to  Nathaniel  Wilmer,  the  third  son  of  the  Rev. 
John  Wilmer  of  Northill.  He  was  apjuenticed  to  Master  Lewis 
Biclcer,  citizen  and  grocer,  of  London  ;  and  while  he  is  himself 
described  as  "citizen  and  armourer,"  he  had  certainly  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  1646,  settled  in  the  parish  of  St.  Dionis  Backchurch 
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as  a  "citizen  and  a  grocer."  He  had  a  number  of  Wilmer  kinsfolk 
at  Reading,  several  of  whom  had  held  important  municipal  and 
other  positions  there.  Of  this  Reading  family  was  Jolm  Wilmer 
who  at  the  age  of  19  matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  in 
1623  ;  commenced  B.A.  at  St.  Edmund's  Hall  1627,  M.A.  1630. 
Him  we  take  to  be  the  Rev.  John  Wilmer  mentioned  by  Calamy  as 
ejected  from  Ham,  a  parish  in  co.  Wilts.,  on  the  borders  of  Berks., 
4^  miles  south-west  of  Hungerford  ;  but  who  afterwards  conformed. 

It  is  probable  that  the  residence  of  these  kinsfolk  at  Reading 
accounts  for  Nathaniel  Wilmer  finding  a  bride  in  Constance 
Sherwood  of  East  Hendied,  near  Wantage,  Berks.  She  was  of  an 
old  county  family,  several  of  whose  members  served  tlie  office 
of  high  sheriff  ;  and  was  allied  by  marriage  to  the  families  of 
Bulstrode  Whitelocke,  Dr.  Robert  Plot,  Admiral  Benbow,  and 
other  interesting  people.  In  1650,  immediately  after  the  return  of 
Cromwell  from  Ireland,  he  gave  Wilmer  a  captain's  commission 
empowering  him  to  raise  a  hundred  men  for  transportation  to 
Ireland  either  by  way  of  Bristol  or  Chester,  But  he  was  to  enter 
into  recognizances  in  the  sum  of  ^200  not  to  take  free  quarters,  nor 
oppress  the  country  on  his  march.  So  Captain  Nathaniel  Wilmer 
entered  heartily  into  the  work  of  ''pacifying"  Ireland — as  it  was 
called — and  settled  at  Cashel,  which  had  peacefully  surrendered  to 
Cromwell  ;  and  there  he  died  in  1654.  Wilmer's  superior  officer 
and  friend  was  the  celebrated  Colonel  Richard  Le  Hunte,  whose 
descendant  to-day  is  the  excellent  governor  of  South  Austi-alia,  Sir 
George  Ruthven  Le  Hunt,  K.C.M.G.  Captain  Wilmer  bequeathed 
to  his  wife  landed  property  given  him  by  the  Protector  for  his 
services  in  Ireland.  Soon  after  his  death,  in  1658,  Constance 
Wilmer,  his  widow^,  joined  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  ■  her  friend  and  fellow  countryman,  Joseph  Coale  of 
Reading,  a  well  known  Quaker  minister  and  confessor,  wrote  in 
1661  a  pamphlet  in  defence  of  Quaker  principles.  This  was 
addressed  to  Thomas  Fuller,  the  then  recently  appointed  Archbishop 
of  Cashel.  Constance  Wilmer  and  her  two  sons  were  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  William  Penn  ;  she  was  living  in  1684,  then  aged 
about  62,  but  the  date  of  her  death  is  uncertain. 

Nathaniel  and  Constance  Wilmer  had  two  sons  ;  John  Wilmer, 
bajitized  at  the  church  of  St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  London,  in  1647; 
and  Nathaniel,  probably  born  in  Ireland  about  1650.  The  latter  is 
described  as  ''bachelor,  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  "  ;  and  was  a 
merchant  and  shipowner.  He  was  not  an  exemplary  character  ; 
was  in  trouble  with  the  government  of  William  and  Mary  for 
corresponding  with  the  enemy,  and  was  ultimately  disowned  by 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  died  in  his  trading  ship  on  the  high 
seas  about  171 1. 

His  elder  brother,  John  Wilmer,  was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle, 
William  Sherwood  of  London,  a  silk  merchant  :  to  whose  business 
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he  succeeded,  and  became  a  wealthy  citizen  and  merchant  tailor 
of  l-'iiday  Street,  London.  In  1685  he  purchased  of  Dorothy  Owen 
aforesaid,  widow  of  the  eniinciit  Dr.  John  Owen,  her  copyhold 
premises  at  Ealing,  where  lie  went  to  reside,  and  where  he  died  in 
1723,  aged  76.  He  was  thrice  married  ;  into  the  pioneer  Quaker 
families  of  Lamboll  of  Reading  (1671)  and  Knight  of  Godmersham 
(16S4)  ;  anel  hnally  in  1691  his  bride  was  Mary  Myers  of  Aldingliam 
in  Lancashire,  whose  uncle,  "  prophet  "  Richard  Myers,  and  her 
mother  (or  possibly  aunt)  Elizabeth  flyers,  find  an  interesting 
place  in  George  Fox's  ^oiintal,  as  do  also  George  Lambol!, 
W'ilmer's  father-in-law.  Mary  Wilmer's  parents,  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Myers,  were  married  according  to  Quaker  usage  as  early 
as  1652.  Her  father  and  two  uncles,  James  and  Walter  Myers. 
were  Quaker  pioneers  in  Lancashire,  Cornwall  and  Devon,  and 
London  respectively. 

By  Mary  Myers,  wiio  died  at  Ealing  in  1720  aged  63.  John 
Wilmerhad  surviving  issue  one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  elder 
daughter,  Grizell  Wilnier  (1692-1756),  married  in  171 1  Jonathan 
Gurnell  (1684-1753)  of  Cartmel  Fell,  London, and  Ealing,  a  wealthy 
Quaker  merchant  and  banker,  and  founder  of  the  once  great  mer- 
cantile house  of  Harman  &  Co.  He  was  the  friend  and  bill 
discounter  of  William  Penn,  who  attended  his  wedding  ;  and 
friend  of  Thomas  Story,  the  Quaker  minister  and  recorder  of 
Philadelphia. 

Jonathan  and  Grizell  Gurnell  had  ten  children,  several  of  whom 
died  young,  and  only  four  left  issue.  Their  youngest  son,  Thomas 
Gurnell,  married  his  mother's  kinswoman,  Mary  Willett ;  several 
of  his  descendants  w'ere  interesting  people,  and  some  of  them  still 
remain.  Of  the  daughters,  Hannah  married  Jeremiah  Harman,  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  London.  Many  descendants  of  this  marriage 
have  held  prominent  positions  and  formed  aristocratic  connections  ; 
among  whom  may  be  named  Canon  H.  M.  Birch,  tutor  and  friend 
of  King  Edward  VH  ;  Sir  Arthur  N.  Birch,  K.C.M.G.  ;  John  William 
Birch  and  Jeremiah  Harman  (tcrtius),  governors  of  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  etc. 

^Iary  Gurnell,  the  second  daughter,  married  Joseph  Green,  silk 
merchant,  of  Spital  Square,  of  an  ancient  Quaker  family  of  York- 
shire and  London  ;  whose  great-grandfather  had  died  in  York 
Castle  in  1676,  a  prisoner  for  his  belief.  Many  of  their  descendants, 
bearing  the  well  know'n  Quaker  names  of  Green,  Robson,  Neave, 
Littleboy,  Tuckett,  etc.,  still  retain  the  Quaker  faith.  Some 
members  of  these  families  were  conspicuous  for  their  Puritan 
leanings.  We  may  especially  mention  Priscilla  Green  (1802-77)  of 
Saffron  Walden,  a  prominent  Quaker  minister,  who  was  an  ideal 
Puritan  in  dress  and  character.  She  haj^pily  liowever  had  few 
of  the  failings  traditionally  associated  with  the  roundhead  character, 
being  greatly  valued  for  the  sweetness  of  her  disposition.     She  it 
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was  wlio,  when  travelling  in  America  on  religious  service  in  1857, 
is  alluded  to  by  Longfellow  in  his  diary  in  such  appreciative 
terms.  Indeed  it  has  been  seveial  times  affirmed  that  the  poet, 
who  was  then  writing  The  Courtship  of  Miles  Slaiuiish,  introduced 
**  Priscilia  the  Puritan  maiden  "  from  the  ideal  he  had  seen  realised 
in  Priscilia  Green. 

Grizell  Gnrnell,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Jonathan,  married 
Samuel  Hoare,  of  Cork,  London,  and  vStoke  Newington,  a  wealthy 
Quaker  merchant  in  partnership  with  her  father.  From  this 
marriage  are  descended  the  well  known  family  of  Hoare  of 
Hampslead  and  Lombard  Street,  bankers  ;  Canon  Edward  Hoare 
of  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  Joseph  Hoare,  treasurer  of  tlie  Bible  Society  ; 
Grizell  Hoare,  wife  of  William  Allen,  F.R.S.,  chemist  and 
{-)hilanthro)^ist,  who,  under  the  will  of  the  Duke  of  Kent,  was 
trustee  for  Queen  Victoria  ;  and  the  family  of  Bradshaw,  of  whom 
were  Henry  Bradshaw,  M.A.,  University  librarian  of  Cambridge 
and  bibliographer,  and  Sarah  Bradshaw,  wife  of  Ash  ton  Oxenden, 
D.D.,  Bisho]")  of  Montreal,  and  a  popular  religious  writer. 

John  Wilmer  (1696-1764)  of  Stoke  Newington,  the  only  surviving 
son  of  John  and  Alary  Wilmer  of  Friday  Street,  and  brother  of 
Grizell  Gurnell,  married  late  in  life  (1749)  Miss  Elizabeth  Scott  of 
an  ancient  Kentish  family  ;  and  had  issue  one  son,  John  Wilmer 
(175  [-1773),  and  three  daughters.  The  last  surviving  of  these  was 
Miss  Elizabeth  Wilmer,  an  excellent  lady  who  died  at  Scarborough 
in  1849,  at  the  advanced  age  of  95  ;  so  that  between  her  father's 
birth  and  her  death  was  the  extraordinary  span  of  153  years.  Her 
sister,  Mary  Wilmer,  married  in  1774  Peter  Murray,  M.D.,  of 
London,  and  assistant  judge  in  Jamaica.  Their  son,  the  last  of  this 
line,  was  Dr.  Peter  Murray,  of  Scarborough,  a  distinguished 
scientist  and  philanthropist,  and  an  earnest  Christian.  Fifth  in 
descent  from  the  Puritan  incumbent  of  Northill,  he  was  no 
unworthy  representative  of  the  race.  He  died  in  1864,  aged  81  ; 
and  his  life  was  written  by  the  Rev,  Robert  Balgarnie,  minister  of 
the  Bar  Congregational  church,  under  the  title  of  Tiie  Beloved 
Physician. 

The  arms  of  Wilmer,  confirmed  to  Thomas  Wylmer,  gent.^,  of 
Ryton,  CO.  Warwick,  in  15S2-3,  were  "Gules,  a  cheveron  vair 
between  three  eagles  displayed  or";  a  crest  was  also  then  granted, 
viz.,  "An  eagle's  head  or  between  two  wings  expanded  vair." 
These  arms  were  confirmed  to  Sir  William  Wilmer  of  Syv.ell  Hall, 
CO.  Northampton  (1575-1646),  whose  motto  was  Semper  Sapit 
Siiprenia.         ^     ... 

Early  in  the  sixteenth  century  George  Wilmer,  Esq.,  of  Stratford- 
le-Bow,  had  another  grant  of  arms,  viz.,  "  Gules,  a  cheveron  between 
three  eagles  or,  aimed  and  langued  sable"  :  crest,  "an  eagle  dis- 
played or,  armed  and  langued  sable,  holding  in  his  beak  a  garland 
of   laurel   proper."       Another    grant    was   made   in   1832   to   the 
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Wilmer-Gossips   of  Thorpe   Arch,  co.   York  ;    the   motto    being 
Expo  Ins  Credo. 

Many  further  particulars  of  the  Wihners  and  their  descendants 
may  be  found  in  an  elaborate ///s/ory  p////^  Wiliner  Family,  privately 
printed  in  i88S,  and  compiled  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Charles  Wilmer 
Foster,  M.A.  (now  vicar  of  Timberland,  co.  Lincoln),  and  the  present 
writer  ;  whose  only  son,  John  Wilmer  Green,  born  1887,  is 
descended  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Captain  Nathaniel  and 
Constance  Wilmer,  of  London  and  Cashel. 

r^   / 

^!^Ciy!^./\l^y~''^r^'^^'''>^'^  ^  ^-^K^  Joseph  Joshua  Green. 
Tunbridfje  Wells. 
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